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 pine for (phrasal verb) - miss someone a lot and long for the return of them (him/her); miss 
something very much and wish for the return of it.  
E.g. Those pining for a return to the status quo have forgotten that US foreign policy disasters 
helped pave the way for Trump in the first place.  

 catty (adjective) - hurtful, spiteful, mean, nasty, malicious, vicious, bitter (in one’s 
comments/remarks).  
E.g. To use social media today is to feel constantly surveilled (closely monitored). As such, there is a 
libidinal (relating to sexual desire) pleasure to being catty in private. It’s not noble or productive, but 
unless you’re indulging in slander (defamation/bad-mouthing), it’s difficult to see what harm there is 
in taking the piss out of someone. The kind thing is to ensure they never find out.  

 coronawashing (noun) – the misleading claim/act of companies/organisations that their products 
and services can prevent/treat/cure coronavirus without providing enough evidence.  
E.g. We have become used to sportswashing, greenwashing, pinkwashing and even wokewashing. 
We are now in the first wave of coronawashing, in which corporations trip over themselves to clap 
for keyworkers, before packaging the footage up into moving nuggets of shareable content and 
promoting them on several social media platforms.  

 hankering (noun) - strong desire/wish, longing, craving, yearning, appetite (to have something or to 
do something).  
E.g. The Indian farmer is not hankering for charity. The farmer wants to leverage land, labour and 
capital like any other entrepreneur but alas cannot. The farmer is promised credit but denied access 
to it. The rhetoric of free power supply translates into unreliability. Pricing is  
subject to populist whims. Access to markets is controlled by politically blessed cartels.  

 concussion (noun) - a mild traumatic brain injury and it temporarily affects brain functioning; loss of 
consciousness, headaches, difficulty with thinking, nausea, blurred vision & etc. are its symptoms.  
E.g. Australia head coach Justin Langer clashed with match referee David Boon before a 
controversial concussion substitution allowed Yuzvendra Chahal (replacing injured Ravindra Jadeja) 
to spin India to victory in the opening Twenty20 international. Jadeja top-edged a Mitchell Starc 
bouncer into his helmet while batting in the final over of India’s innings.  

 bristle (verb) - get angry, be furious, take offence, feel upset, be irritated, be annoyed.  
E.g. Indian officials bristled at Trudeau’s remarks, the first from a world leader on the growing 
farmers’ protests. On Tuesday, the ministry of external affairs said the Canadian leader was “ill-
informed (not knowing)” about the nature of the protests.  

 weigh in (phrasal verb) - to have influence (in a decision/discussion/plan/argument/activity); be 
important to, carry weight, make an impression on, make a contribution to.  
E.g. A closer look at the development of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine reveals a far more intriguing 
truth. It was developed in Germany, by the children of Turkish immigrants, and then tested in the 
US, Brazil, Argentina and South Africa. Now it is being manufactured in Belgium, an intriguing 
international chain of involvement that has culminated in Britain weighing in – at the last minute – 
to gain plaudits for being the first to approve the vaccine for use.  

 chimera (noun) - illusion, fantasy, delusion, dream, daydream/pipe dream, fancy, unreality.  
E.g. One of the shocks of the pandemic has been that while on the one hand we are one-click 
ordering more than ever before, we have been forced to learn to wait. Waiting is difficult. It can also 
be an opportunity. For perhaps that’s one of the things we’ve learned – that, for all its deep stresses 
and griefs, a forced indeterminacy can focus the mind on the present, and the quality of that 
present. That it is necessary to celebrate now (go for a walk, watch the flowers grow, call a friend) 
rather than waiting for an uncertain future, and the chimera of normality.  
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 redouble (verb) - make something more intense/stronger; to increase, strengthen, intensify 
something considerably.  
E.g. Rather than redoubling on the fragile world of the pre-pandemic age, we should be taking 
advantage of this moment to build one that is more just, balanced and sustainable. And we will need 
to boost the postCovid economy through green technologies, sustainable industry and transport.  

 easy-peasy (adjective) - very simple, very easy, effortless, straightforward.  
E.g. While this is a worrying trend, the pandemic has worsened it by leading to an increase in a 
sedentary lifestyle. However, you can work towards ensuring your healthy future by cutting down 
on your screen time and replacing it with an easy-peasy free-hand exercise session.  

 ajar (adjective) - (door, window, etc.) slightly open; partly open.  
E.g. Fifteen Asia-Pacific countries of the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) that 
signed what is billed (described) as the world’s biggest free trade deal on Sunday left the door ajar 
for India to join the grouping saying that the pact was open for accession by New Delhi and that 
members would start talks with Asia’s third-largest economy when it indicates its willingness to join 
the grouping.  

 rumblings (noun) – early signs (of dissatisfaction/anger) that show people are starting to become 
annoyed/unhappy or a problematic situation is developing.  
E.g. The TVS group, 109 years old, faced this predicament (of competing ambitions, conflicting views 
among family members). Indeed, there have been minor rumblings in the past inside the group but 
they were well managed by the family.  

 ambivalent (adjective) - having mixed feelings about someone or something; equivocal, in two 
minds, uncertain, doubtful, undecided, inconclusive.  
E.g. For Formula One fans around the world, the news that world champion Lewis Hamilton has 
recovered from coronavirus and will be fit to race in Abu Dhabi this weekend will be met with 
jubilation. F1’s management, on the other hand, might be feeling ambivalent.  

 rentier capitalism (noun) - a business model in which ownership of key types of scarce assets-such 
as land, intellectual property, natural resources, or digital platforms-is all-important and dominated 
by a few unfathomably wealthy companies and individuals called rentiers.  
E.g. Over the last generation, we have witnessed the rise of rentier capitalism, supercharged by new 
technologies, to establish economic structures in which having and owning has been vastly 
privileged over doing, creating and risk-taking. The share of profits in national income has risen, the 
share of wages fallen while work has become organised  around short-term contracts.  

 inure to (phrasal verb) – to adjust/adapt to something difficult or unpleasant; accustom, habituate, 
familiarize; (mostly law) to take effect, to be of use, benefit to an individual.  
E.g. Affordable smartphones and Internet access have made India a digital nation with an estimated 
750 million connections and a thriving financial technology sector. Citizens inured to queues at dingy 
utility offices even to pay routine bills find this a major leap, thanks to fintech.  

 railroad (verb) - force someone into doing something or pressurize something to happen hurriedly & 
wrongfully; coerce, force, compel, pressure, pressurize.  
E.g. India is not the only country to have attempted to seize this moment to deregulate agricultural 
markets…… Instead of the current (COVID-19) crisis sending governments back to the drawing 
board, South Asia’s authoritarian regimes, complicit (involved wrongly) with corporate interests, are 
railroading in anti-farmer agricultural policies.  

 daunt (verb) - intimidate, frighten, scare, unnerve, demoralize, discourage, dishearten, dispirit.  
E.g. Undeniably, many students in their first semester were intimidated by students from 
metropolitan cities, fluent in English and with superior academic preparation. How much more 
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anxious and daunted they must be in the presence of highly qualified teachers? This must be 
particularly true for Dalits and students from ‘backward regions’ who barely spoke English and when 
they did, spoke with a heavy local tint. These students, struggling to keep their head above water, 
could manage a grade no higher than B Minus. However, by the end of the second semester they 
grew in confidence, spoke up in class and improved their  grades.  

 regale (verb) - to entertain someone with stories, incidents, jokes, etc.; delight, amuse, fascinate, 
captivate, charm.  
E.g. A regular conversation with senior citizens (parents, grandparents) will help alleviate 
(relieve/reduce) the huge load that they often carry within their hearts. Many senior citizens will be 
more than happy to walk down memory lane and regale you with incidents from a bygone 
(past/earlier) era.  

 pedagogy (noun) - teaching: specifically, teacher actions (teaching methods) that promote student 
learning.  
E.g. I think the school system will need a hybrid solution. Online education cannot replicate the 
chalk-and-talk methodologies that teachers follow. Innovation in pedagogy is key.  

 seek out (phrasal verb) – to keep searching for someone or something until you find out them; 
search out, look around.  
E.g. The idea that comfort food (e.g. pizza, ice cream, French fries etc.) is rewarding (satisfying) is 
ingrained in our culture and our brains, so it’s not surprising that we seek it out as a way to soothe 
ourselves when we’re stressed,” says Susan Albers, a clinical psychologist and emotional-eating 
expert at the Cleveland Clinic.  

 ephemeral (adjective) - temporary, short-term, transitory, momentary, short-lived, brief.  
E.g. Perhaps pandemics act as a reality check reminding us of the ephemeral and vulnerable nature 
of our existence, the ultimate constraint that we each face –allowing us to discover that our inner-
most instincts (sixth sense/innate behaviour) are more about cooperation and giving, and less about 
competition and grabbing.  

 resent (verb) – be angry about, feel aggrieved at, dislike, be annoyed at, be displeased about.  
E.g. The bottom line for Biden, much as he may resent the fact, is that his administration requires a 
working relationship with Russia if it is to have any chance of attaining some of its principal aims. 
The world needs Russian co-operation in tackling the climate crisis, meeting global challenges posed 
by the Covid-19 recovery and stabilising the Middle East, where Moscow, thanks to Trump’s neglect 
and incompetence, is now a more influential player, notably in Syria and Libya.  

 snaffle (verb) – take something quickly for oneself, seize something quickly & easily, obtain 
something dishonestly & greedily, misappropriate.  
E.g. Kerala Health Minister KK Shailaja, popularly known as Shailaja Teacher, put her finger in the 
dyke, metaphorically speaking, knowing that if the dyke (dam) broke a far greater disaster would 
ensue (occur). For that, Vogue India named her its leader of the year last month, an honour she says 
she shares with her predominantly female workforce. She is still waiting for reinforcements 
(support) in the form of a vaccine, stocks of which the richer countries are busy snaffling. But that’s 
another story.  

 modicum (noun) – little bit or small amount of something, particularly a good quality.  
E.g. This becomes all the more pertinent, in the backdrop of increasing keenness of governments in 
India to attract Taiwanese investments. However, given the weak legal-regulatory labour 
architecture and capacities, comprehensive supervision and control of the foreign invested 
enterprises looks a bridge too far. The passing of the new labour codes further erodes existing 
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modicum of labour protection. The fear of ‘flight of capital’, coupled with weak state capacity in 
supervision make state administrations reluctant to step in unless things escalate.  

 octogenarian (noun) - a person who is in his/her 80s (80 to 89 years old).  
E.g. The nation’s top infectious disease expert Dr. Anthony Fauci turned 80 on Christmas Eve, he has 
been perhaps the most unexpected household name (very important or famous person) of 2020 as 
he became the face of scientific efforts to combat the COVID-19 pandemic in the United States. 
Politicians, celebrities, and ordinary people have been taking time to thank the octogenarian for his 
leadership this year.  

 libertarian (noun) – a person who strongly supports the principle that individual freedom is the 
most important thing, especially with regard to thought (way of thinking) or conduct (way of 
behaving).  
E.g. Yes, there were a few maskless libertarians marching, flouting the rules and crying “my 
freedom” and “my independence”, but the shared sacrifice and courtesy for the elderly was an 
ethical triumph.  

 demagogue (noun) – a (political) leader in a democracy who gains popularity by exploiting 
emotions, prejudice and ignorance among the common people; popular leader, rabble-rouser, 
political agitator, soapbox orator.  
E.g. Nuanced, evidence-based consideration of policy alternatives might set the pulses of academics 
and pundits racing, but is a feeble antidote (remedy/solution) to the addictive jingoism (extreme 
patriotism/nationalism) peddled (promoted) by populist demagogues. 

 consign (to) (phrasal verb) - to put (someone/something) in an unpleasant situation/place (or) to 
put someone somewhere in order to avoid dealing with them (or) to put something somewhere in 
order to dispose it.  
E.g. For now, we are consigned to government by an incompetent and unscrupulous gaggle 
(unethical gang) of politicians. They will continue to wreak damage our country can ill afford. But in 
the wake of their eventual defeat there surely lies a better, brighter future for Britain that will one 
day come to pass.  

 vis-à-vis (preposition) - concerning, with regard to, in relation to, as/in comparison with, in 
connection with (Vis-à-vis from Latin via. French, means literally “face-to-face)”.  
E.g. Beyond Hong Kong, China also took on Taiwan, challenged India along the Himalayan frontier, 
escalated tensions in the South and East China Seas, bullied European nations, and flexed its trade 
muscles vis-àvis Australia.  

 autarkic (adjective) - (economically) self-reliant, selfsufficient, independent.  
E.g. The push for self-reliance through ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ is not an autarkic policy. It does not 
imply foreclosure (bar/prohibition) of the Indian economy to foreign trade and participation in the 
global economy. On the contrary, it is aimed at strengthening India’s capacities to participate more 
vigorously without being prey to supply chain disruptions.  

 annus horribilis (noun) - (Modern Latin) horrible year” The opposite of it, “annus mirabilis” means 
“wonderful year.  
E.g. As the curtain goes down on annus horribilis 2020, the world heaves a sigh of relief and awaits 
with bated breath the dawn of better times to be ushered in by science and technology and 
nurtured by human ingenuity (creativity).  
 

************************************************************************************ 
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 room for manoeuvre (phrase) - opportunity to change your plans or to do things differently in order 
to achieve what you want.  
E.g. For decades after the second world war, the system allowed other governments considerable 
room for manoeuvre in their economic policies.  

 take the piss out of (phrase) - to make fun of (someone/something); to make a joke about 
(someone/something; to tease someone (someone/something); to laugh at (someone/something).  
E.g. To use social media today is to feel constantly surveilled (closely monitored). As such, there is a 
libidinal (relating to sexual desire) pleasure to being catty in private. It’s not noble or productive, but 
unless you’re indulging in slander (defamation/bad-mouthing), it’s difficult to see what harm there is 
in taking the piss out of someone. The kind thing is to ensure they never find out.  

 fall/trip over oneself (phrase) – to be very eager or to try hard to do something, particularly 
something you do not normally do (but still, you make efforts to do something as a way of gaining 
attention or approval).  
E.g. We have become used to sportswashing, greenwashing, pinkwashing and even wokewashing. 
We are now in the first wave of coronawashing, in which corporations trip over themselves to clap 
for key workers, before packaging the footage up into moving nuggets of shareable content and 
promoting them on several social media platforms.  

 get off someone’s back (phrase) - to stop criticizing or annoying or bothering or harassing someone 
and leave him/her alone.  
E.g. India’s political class has consistently promised to ease the lot of farmers by all means except by 
getting off their back.  

 hard to swallow (phrase) - difficult to accept; difficult to believe.  
E.g. Meat grown in a lab has been approved for sale for the first time. The Singapore Food Agency 
has given regulatory approval to the US company Eat Just’s “chicken bites”, grown from the cells of 
a chicken that’s still flapping its wings. This was not a piece of chicken, a cut of meat, but a mass of 
chicken cells, bulked out and pressed into a nugget shape. I had been told this was the future of 
food but I found it hard to swallow.  

 force someone’s hand (phrase) - to make someone do something they are not willing to do or to 
make someone do something before they are ready to do.  
E.g. Though farmers’ unions have been protesting in Punjab for the past two months, holding 
marches and blocking roads and train lines, they said they were organising the march to Delhi to 
force the government’shand. Unions want to repeal the laws, which they say are anti-farmer and 
pro-corporate interests.  

 come to a head (phrase) - if something comes to a head, it reaches a critical point/state where you 
have to take action to deal with it.  
E.g. It’s all happening at once for the EU. Fundamental problems and disputes, long fudged, 
postponed or ignored, are simultaneously comingto a head. Is this a union of shared values or of 
economic interests? Who pays the bills? How is Europe best defended when the US cannot be 
trusted? What about Turkey? And then there’s “bloody Brexit”. Little wonder some are predicting a 
nervous collapse.  

 put the wind in someone’s sails (phrase) - to make someone feel more confident to do something.  
E.g. In the past decade, Renewable (onshore wind or solar) energy’s prices have plummeted 
(decreased). Because while the cost of fossil fuel (coal/oil/gas)-generated electricity depends on the 
cost of those fuels, the renewable costs are all about the cost of the technology – costs that come 
down fast as we use more of them. Renewable energy’s plummeting price should put the wind in 
our sails.  
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 all hands on deck (phrase) - used to say that everyone concerned is needed to participate and help 
in a particular (difficult) situation.  
E.g. Literally, all hands on deck have been solely focused on getting the economy back and also 
avoiding a catastrophe of any kind,” said Mr. Chandrasekaran, Tata group executive chairman who 
was also part of the discussion at the Bloomberg New Economy Forum.  

 count your blessings (phrase) - to be grateful for the (good) things that you have in your life instead 
of thinking about what you don’t have.  
E.g. In a new post on Twitter on last Thursday, Industrialist Harsh Goenka tweeted a great to-do list 
that you must abide by. It’s filled with positivity and will definitely help you to maintain an optimistic 
outlook towards life. “A good to-do list: Slow down and take breaks. Counting your blessings. Be 
kind to yourself. Be kind to the world. Believe in new beginnings.  

 out of the gate (phrase) - at the very beginning; from the very beginning.  
E.g. It’s imperative that resources directed at the Covid recovery also accelerate action against the 
climate crisis, a threat no less urgent than this pandemic. Some politicians have already followed 
this reasoning: France’s president Emmanuel Macron was among the first out of the gate when his 
government refused to give stimulus funds to airlines that would not take steps to drastically reduce 
emissions.  

 miss the bus (phrase) - to miss a chance/opportunity; to be very slow to take advantage of an 
opportunity.  
E.g. The infotech wave is in many ways exactly like what TVS does – ethical businesses, organised 
people, engineers, manpower at the doorstep… I think TVS did miss that bus. Today, even if not a 
$4-$5 billion business, we should have had at least a $1 billion business in the knowledge sector,” 
admitted Mr. Venu Srinivasan, the Chairman of TVS Group.  

 take someone at their word (phrase) - to believe/accept completely what someone says without 
verifying it further.  
E.g. Yet Formula One (F1) appears happy to take abusive regimes at their word. When challenged by 
CNN on the state of human rights in its Gulf partner states, Chase Carey, the head of F1 pointed to 
“clear publicity about increased rights for females in Saudi Arabia”. To choose the last state on Earth 
to allow women to drive for a motorsport event always seemed distasteful – and in appearing to 
side with the regime, has F1 betrayed those who genuinely fought for women’s rights in the 
kingdom?  

 go through the roof (phrase) - to rise or increase quickly to very high level; to become extremely 
angry.  
E.g. The share price in Airbnb, a company founded on creating a digital platform on which a 
multitude of mini-landlords can offer stays in their home for VAT-free rents, doubled in the first day 
of trading. As Airbnb’s shares go through the roof, we need to challenge the Big Tech monopoly.  

 fly in the face of (phrase) - go against, flout, defy, disobey, disregard, ignore.  
E.g. Under the provisions of the proposed law, the state can choose to investigate the motives 
behind a woman’s change of religion and has the power to annul an inter-faith marriage if it finds 
that its sole “purpose” is her religious conversion. This flies in the face of a constitutional fact: 
Neither clan council nor khap panchayat, and certainly not a democratic government, has the 
licence to vet personal choices as right or wrong.  

 back to the drawing board (phrase) - used to point out that a new idea/plan has to be formed as the 
old one is not working well.  
E.g. India is not the only country to have attempted to seize this moment to deregulate agricultural 
markets……Instead of the current (COVID-19) crisis sending governments back to the drawing board, 
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South Asia’s authoritarian regimes, complicit with corporate interests, are railroading in anti-farmer 
agricultural policies.  

 keep one’s head above water (phrase) - to just be able to survive (and avoid getting into 
difficulties); manage, survive, get through.  
E.g. Undeniably, many students in their first semester were intimidated by students from 
metropolitan cities, fluent in English and with superior academic preparation. How much more 
anxious and daunted they must be in the presence of highly qualified teachers? This must be 
particularly true for Dalits and students from ‘backward regions’ who barely spoke English and when 
they did, spoke with a heavy local tint. These students, struggling to keep their head above water, 
could manage a grade no higher than B Minus. However, by the end of the second semester they 
grew in confidence, spoke up in class and improved their grades.  

 walk/go down memory lane (phrase) – to recall or remember happy things happened in the past.  
E.g. A regular conversation with senior citizens (parents, grandparents) will help alleviate 
(relieve/reduce) the huge load that they often carry within their hearts. Many senior citizens will be 
more than happy to walk down memory lane and regale you with incidents from a bygone 
(past/earlier) era.  

 the short end of the stick (phrase) – be treated unfairly/unfavourably in a situation, opportunity or 
outcome than others.  
E.g. In homes where digital resources are scarce, girls are getting the short end of the stick. If a 
parent has to make a choice between giving the mobile phone to a son or a daughter, they seem to 
prefer giving it to the son.  

 on an even keel (phrase) - in a calm and well balanced condition.  
E.g. A healthy diet, with plenty of vegetables, fruits and protein, can keep your body and mind on an 
even keel, whereas sugar and caffeine cause more ups and downs in your mood and energy and 
exacerbate stress,” says Susan Albers, a clinical psychologist and emotional-eating expert at the 
Cleveland Clinic.  

 the blind leading the blind (phrase) – (figuratively) used to describe a situation where a person, who 
lacks necessary knowledge about something (a subject), is advising or helping another 
unknowledgeable person on it.  
E.g. Nobel prize-winning economist, Abhijit Banerjee, noted that even if one does not have clear 
information about the quality of a product, observing other people purchasing it can often propel 
people to ignore their own information and follow others, leading to a case of the blind leading the 
blind.  

 run rings round someone (phrase) – outclass, overshadow, outdo, beat, outplay, outperform.  
E.g. Having run rings around Trump, Vladimir Putin may treat the experienced Biden more 
circumspectly (carefully). But he will not be more respectful, judging by last week’s insultingly tardy 
(delayed) message of election congratulations. His offer to work together was more mail gauntlet 
(an armoured glove covered with strong chainmail for protection usually worn by men fighting on 
foot) than olive branch (an offer of peace).  

 put one’s finger in the dyke (phrase) - to make a timely effort to prevent an undesirable occurrence.  
E.g. Kerala Health Minister KK Shailaja, popularly known as Shailaja Teacher, put her finger in the 
dyke, metaphorically speaking, knowing that if the dyke broke a far greater disaster would ensue. 
For that, Vogue India named her its leader of the year last month, an honour she says she shares 
with her predominantly female workforce. She is still waiting for reinforcements in the form of a 
vaccine, stocks of which the richer countries are busy snaffling. But that’s another story.  
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 a bridge too far (phrase) - too ambitious aim/goal (and therefore very difficult to achieve).  
E.g. This becomes all the more pertinent, in the backdrop of increasing keenness of governments in 
India to attract Taiwanese investments. However, given the weak legal-regulatory labour 
architecture and capacities, comprehensive supervision and control of the foreign invested 
enterprises looks a bridge too far. The passing of the new labour codes further erodes existing 
modicum of labour protection. The fear of ‘flight of capital’, coupled with weak state capacity in 
supervision make state administrations reluctant to step in unless things escalate.  

 hedge one’s bets (phrase) – avoid, dodge, evade, sidestep the issue at hand; be non-committal, be 
indecisive, be evasive (to deal with a difficulty nearby).  
E.g. While Britain hedges its bets on a mass vaccination programme and battles a new variant of 
coronavirus, daily life in New Zealand and Taiwan has been slowly returning to normal. There are 
numerous reasons these countries fared better during the pandemic, but one of the main reasons 
the UK has done so badly by comparison is the government’s decision to outsource huge swaths of 
its pandemic response to the private sector.  

 weather the storm (phrase) – to handle a very difficult situation without much hurt/damage.  
E.g. As we head towards 2021, I once again find myself anxious about what the new year might hold. 
However, I am convinced that preparedness, flexibility and a commitment to collaboration are what 
is needed to weather the storms that we may face in the coming months and years  

 get/set someone’s pulse racing (phrase) – to make someone feel excited.  
E.g. Nuanced, evidence-based consideration of policy alternatives might set the pulses of academics 
and pundits racing, but is a feeble antidote (remedy/solution) to the addictive jingoism (extreme 
patriotism/nationalism) peddled (promoted) by populist demagogues. 

 come to pass (phrase) - happen, occur, transpire, take place.  
E.g. For now, we are consigned to government by an incompetent and unscrupulous gaggle 
(unethical gang) of politicians. They will continue to wreak damage our country can ill afford. But in 
the wake of their eventual defeat there surely lies a better, brighter future for Britain that will one 
day come to pass.  

 flex one’s muscles (phrase) – to show off or demonstrate one’s strength/power.  
E.g. Beyond Hong Kong, China also took on Taiwan, challenged India along the Himalayan frontier, 
escalated tensions in the South and East China Seas, bullied European nations, and flexed its trade 
muscles visà-vis Australia.  

 lay/bury the ghost of (phrase) – to get rid of the bad memories of.  
E.g. India buries the ghosts of Adelaide at the MCG (Melbourne Cricket Ground). Rahane’s steadying 
influence and bowlers’ magnificent efforts lead to eight-wicket win at the MCG.  

 with bated breath (phrase) - (by holding/restraining one’s breath) in suspense; eagerly, excitedly, 
anxiously.  
E.g. As the curtain goes down on annus horribilis 2020, the world heaves a sigh of relief and awaits 
with bated breath the dawn of better times to be ushered in by science and technology and 
nurtured by human ingenuity (creativity).  


